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ji6 Mr. Alex andEr's .Account of Eruptions, &c, . 

X. An Account of Eruptions,. and 'the prefsnt Appearances y, 
/« Weft-River Mountain. In a Letter from Mr. Ca«leb: 
Alexander, ofNorthfield, to Mr. Caleb Gannett,, 
Rec. Sec. A. A, 

Northfield, May 18, 1779.. 
SIR,. 

AC CO R DING to your defire, I have vifited'the-vol^ 
xano upon the height of Weft-River 'Mountain^ and 1 ; 
fhall do myfelf . the pleaiure-to; inform you concerning the va- 
rious reports and particulars, relating to this place. 

How long fince it was iirft difcbvered, I am not able to af— 
certain.- An old gentleman informs me, that fifty years fince, , 
he heard noifes on that Mountain, as loud as the. explofion of a> 
great gun. Some years after, fimilar noifes were heard, at the 
diftance of fourteen or fifteen miles. Several times very violent 
eruptions of fire have been feen, the flame afcending very high < 
into the ; air. Once in the winter there was an eruption. The 
years when the preceding eruptions happened, I cannot inform : 
the laft was twenty-feven years fince, which was the mofi vio- 
lent eruption ever known in that, place : it was towards the 
clofe of a dark evening, when it was fir ft perceived, being pre- 
ceded by a louder noife than common; then directly was 
feen the fire, which was feen to burn for feveral hours, . 

What. I have written is by information ..: yefterday I was 
at the place myfelf. It is nearly upon the top of a very fteep 
craggy mountain : by obfervationy I apprehend there were two 
places where the fire iffued out ; , one of which is- between two 
folic! rocks, nearly a foot in diameter, but almoft; filled with -the 
calcined matter caufed by the fire, part of which appears, fimi- 
lar 



in Weft-River Mountain. 
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lit to burnt fand, intermixed with cinders. The furface of 
the rocks, for a confiderable diftance, indicates that there have 
been very intenfe nres> and. probably melted matter upon them, 
for they are turned into perfect cinders. 

The other place where the eruption has been is fo deftroyed, 
that I can inform but little with regard, to it : only upon one 
fide the rock is- greatly calcined; 

A number of gentlemen, apprehensive that there is fbme 
valuable mine in this-. Mountain,; have undertaken to penetrate 
the bowels thereof. . Accordingly,, they have dug nearly eighty 
feet, in a perpendicular drredtion, into the:Mountain, following 
a. vein of matter appearing fimilar to oker, both yellow, red y 
and brown ; alfo, very- often, .they find. pieces of cinders ; liko 
thofe which T have lent you. This vein, in fome places, is. 
fifteen feet in diameter,, in other places not more than five. 

In digging, they often- find strata of this calcined matter, 
with a confiderable mixture of other fubftance^ .appearing, as if 
it had been intenfely burned. I defcended to the bottom of 
this (toly hideous) pit, and obferved, that the rocks, in many. 
places, were turned into cinders, 

I am notable to determine, whether there be any thing of a' 
fulphureous nature ~on tliis Mountain'; but this I dare affirm, 
that there have been ; leveral eruptions': btit whether it may, 
with propriety, be called a volcano, . I know not. This- deter- 
mination is. fubmitted/to the judgment of gentlemen more ac- 
quainted with the nature of volcanos, '.'than I can pretend to be. ■ 

I, fend you, for obfervation,' two pieces, that were taken- one 
Bam the top and the other feventy feet -under ground, 
I am, &e. 

GALE B - ALEX AN D.ERv 



